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Synopsis
(Vocal Score). German/English. Translated by Jameson.
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Customer Reviews

Goetterdaemmerung (The Twilight of the Gods) is the fourth and last of Wagner’s mighty cycle of
operas based on ancient Germanic sagas and myths of gods and heroes. The undauntable and
mighty Siegfried awakens the sleeping Valkyrie Brunnhilde, and finally learns the meaning of fear
when he falls in love with her. But he soon feels the need to go adventuring, and makes the mistake
of landing at the Gibichung hall, where Gunther seeks to gain fame with the aid of his half-brother
Hagen (son of the vindictive dwarf Alberich) and their sister Gutrune. Hagen drugs Siegfried,
causing him to forget his former life with Brunnhilde and to fall in love with Gutrune. Siegfried,
disguised, then brings Brunnhilde to wed Gunther. But Brunnhilde, who is furious, schemes with
Hagen to kill the hero. When his bier is brought to the hall after a fatal hunting party, she sets it
alight and then rides onto it herself; with this fire, Valhalla itself is turned to flames, and the end of
the gods is at hand. Hagen is drowned by the Rhinemaidens, who reclaim the magic gold whose
power set this complex saga into motion. The world is reborn, to be inherited by mere men and
women. Rudolph Sabor is a master translator. He does a superb job of recasting Wagner’'s words
into readable English while still retaining all the tricks of meter and alliteration that are so important
to Goetterdaemmerung; this could well be used as a singing translation. The book has other help for

students, including side comments on the action, drama, and background, and it tells readers where



each of the leitmotifs occurs. The bibliography, discography, and other references make this an
extremely useful package for anyone who wants to know more about this ne plus ultra of the

operatic world. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

4 ceBrilliantly produced and superb value.a *A & "The Sunday TimesA "All these will provide the
new opera-goer with food for thought."A & "Daily TelegraphA "Wholehearted recommendation of
this valuable new series."A & "TLS --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this

title.

Sabor has written the must have resource for really understanding GotterdA=mmerung. His english
translations side by side the original german is incredibly helpful, along with calling out specific
leitmotifs in the margin. It's been an incredible asset to me.

The quality of the used score was exactly what | was hoping it would be!

Nice!
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